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Notes:

All references to “Ages 3–5” refer to children. ages 3 through 5 who are not yet
enrolled in kindergarten. “Ages 5–21” refers to school-aged children from age 5
through 21. “FFY” denotes Federal Fiscal Year; “SY“ = School Year.

“IEPs” refers to Individualized Education Programs. Some states report data
separately for students with disabilities and students who have IEPs. Additionally,
“IFSP” refers to an Individualized Family Service Plan.

The terminology used in this report reflects the language and classifications
found in the original state reports from which this information was compiled.

This report reflects data available as of May 21, 2026.
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QUICK STATS01

Population of Children with Disabilities

2024-25 SY

Students with IEPs, 
Ages 5 through 21 181,244

Total Population Birth to 2

Students with IEPs, 
Ages 3 through 5 13,632

22,312

Total Number of Students with IEPs,
Ages 3 through 21 194,876

Total Public-School Student Enrollment
Ages 3 through 21 915,932

21%

Source: IDEA Section 618 State Part B & C Child Counts and MA DESE

Students ages 3–21 receivingStudents ages 3–21 receiving
services under IDEA Part Bservices under IDEA Part B
represented represented 21.3%21.3% of the total of the total
public school enrollmentpublic school enrollment..

Students ages 3–21 receiving
services under IDEA Part B
represented 21.3% of the total
public school enrollment.

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources


Autism 3,522 30,111

Deaf-Blindness 13 171

Developmental Delay 6,257 17,374

Emotional Disturbance 18 16,665

Hearing Impairment 110 1,068

Intellectual Disability 31 6,695

Multiple Disabilities 63 1,455

Orthopedic Impairment 63 606

Other Health Impairment 158 29,597

Specific Learning Disability 8 45,220

Speech-Language Impairment 3,138 22,217

Traumatic Brain Injury 211 9,527

Visual Impairment 40 538

TOTAL 13,632 181,244

CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES02

by Eligibility Category

Child Count 2024-25 SY Ages 3–5 Ages 5–21 
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Source: IDEA Section 618 State Part B Child Count

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources


American Indian/Alaska Native 37 489

Asian 857 6,726

Black/African American 1,859 20,146

Hispanic/Latino 4,169 50,854

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 7 159

Two or More Races 600 8,477

White 6,103 94,393

Total 13,632 181,244

CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES
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02
by Race/Ethnicity

Of the 181,244 students with
disabilities ages 5–21 served
in Massachusetts during the
2024–25 school year, 52%
identified as White.

Ages 3–5 Ages 5–212024–25 SY

Source: IDEA Section 618 State Part B Child Count

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources


by Race/Ethnicity

AI/AN Asian B/AA H/L NH/OPI TMR White 

Autism 9 259 509 1,281 3 170 1,291

Deaf-blindness 0 1 1 2 0 0 9

Developmental
Delay 19 402 994 1,969 3 279 2,591

Emotional
Disturbance 0 1 0 8 0 2 7

Hearing
Impairment 1 7 6 28 0 4 64

Intellectual
Disability 1 1 2 7 0 0 20

Multiple
Disabilities 0 1 6 14 0 4 38

Orthopedic
Impairment 0 1 3 12 0 1 46

Other Health
Impairment 0 10 11 33 0 7 97

Specific Learning
Disability 0 2 0 2 0 2 2

Speech/Lang.
Impairment 5 165 298 756 1 119 1,794

Traumatic Brain
Injury 1 5 28 49 0 9 119

Visual Impairment 1 2 1 8 0 3 25
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CHILDREN
WITH
DISABILITIES

02

Child Count — Ages 3–5                                          2024–25 SY 

Note: AI/AN = American Indian/Alaskan Native; B/AA = Black or African American; H/L =
Hispanic/Latino; NH/OPI = Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander; TMR = Two or More Races. 

Source: IDEA Section 618 State Part B Child Count

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources


AI/AN Asian  B/AA H/L NH/OPI TMR White 

Autism 
 

69 2,377 3,360 7,720 31 1,506 14,962

Deaf-blindness 
 

1 8 12 37 0 5 108

Developmental
Delay  49 732 2,336 5,227 12 869 8,142

Emotional
Disturbance  46 299 1,723 4,192 14 987 9,180

Hearing
Impairment  1 70 119 297 1 38 539

Intellectual
Disability   17 237 1,115 2,479 10 238 2,594

Multiple
Disabilities  3 61 142 375 1 71 800

Orthopedic
Impairment  0 29 58 138 0 27 353

Other Health
Impairment   90 483 2,561 7,319 17 1,495 17,540

Specific Learning
Disability  138 803 5,016 12,995 44 1,857 24,311

Speech/Lang.
Impairment  48 1,249 2,619 7,224 21 962 10,081

Traumatic Brain
Injury  25 334 1,008 2,666 8 370 5,104

Visual
Impairment  1 30 60 113 0 28 304

CHILDREN
WITH
DISABILITIES

02

by Race/Ethnicity

Child Count — Ages 5–21                                         2024–25 SY 
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Note: AI/AN = American Indian/Alaskan Native; B/AA = Black or African American; H/L =
Hispanic/Latino; NH/OPI = Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander; TMR = Two or More Race. 

Source: IDEA Section 618 State Part B Child Count

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources


23,633
94

11,685
9,373

583
3,741

859
404

20,826
22,943
14,066
5,447

296
113,950

6,392
77

5,682
7,068

482
2,949

594
201

8,679
22,221
8,138
4,068

240
66,791

Autism
Deaf-blindness

Developmental Delay
Emotional Disturbance

Hearing Impairment
Intellectual Disability

Multiple Disabilities
Orthopedic Impairment

Other Health Impairment
Specific Learning Disability

Speech/Language Impairment
Traumatic Brain Injury

Visual Impairment
TOTAL

    Male        Female

31.1%31.1%31.1%
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CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES

02

by Gender

Child Count – Ages 5–21                                           2024-25 SY 

Male
63%63%63%

37%37%37%
Female

Source: IDEA Section 618 State Part B Child Count

Male
68.9%68.9%68.9%

Female

Ages 3–5 Ages 5–21

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources


English Language Learners (ELLs) 2024–25 SY

Early Childhood – Ages 3–5
Number of ELL SWD  1,874

Percentage of ELL SWD  13.75%

School Age – Ages 5–21
Number of ELL SWD  25,742

Percentage of ELL SWD  14.20%

CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES02

Discipline — Ages 5–21 2022–23 SY
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Race/Ethnicity 
OSS > 10

Days 
OSS < 10

Days 
ISS > 10
Days 

ISS < 10
Days 

Total
Removals
> 10 Days 

American Indian/
Alaska Native  37 2 10 0 83

Asian  83 8 54 0 220

Black /African
American  1,573 193 654 2 4,434

Hispanic /Latino  3,202 395 1,475 5 8,975

Native Hawaiian/
Pacific Islander  7 0 4 0 17

Two or More Races  498 64 291 1 1,516

White  3,284 363 2,385 14 10,154

Note: ISS = In-school suspension; OSS = Out-of-school suspension/expulsion. 

Source: IDEA Section 618 State B Discipline Reports

Source: IDEA Section 618 State Part B Child Count

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-discipline/resources
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources


Eligibility Category OSS > 10
Days 

OSS < 10
Days 

ISS > 10
Days 

ISS < 10
Days 

Total
Removals
> 10 Days 

Autism 443 28 218 0 1,054

Deaf-blindness 3 0 2 0 6

Developmental Delay 190 4 53 0 411

Emotional
Disturbance 2,294 397 1,149 4 7,659

Hearing Impairment 21 4 14 0 60

Intellectual Disability 305 21 141 0 783

Multiple Disabilities 48 4 42 0 168

Orthopedic
Impairment 11 0 7 0 21

Other Health
Impairment 2,266 271 1,472 13 7,161

Specific Learning
Disability 2,167 206 1,234 4 5,710

Speech/Language
Impairment 550 55 273 1 1,309

Traumatic Brain
Injury 375 35 264 0 1,039

Visual Impairment 11 0 4 0 18

CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES02

Discipline — Ages 5–21 2022–23 SY

Note: ISS = In-school suspension; OSS = Out-of-school suspension/expulsion. 
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by Eligibility Category

Source: IDEA Section 618 State B Discipline Reports
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Disciplinary Removals More Than 10 Days            n = 25,333

Female
28%

Male
72%

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-discipline/resources


Preschool Children  Positive Social-
Emotional Skills 

Acquisition and Use
of Knowledge and

Skills 
Use of Appropriate

Behaviors 

Did not improve
functioning  64 1.29% 68 1.37% 74 1.49%

Improved, but still
below the level of
same-aged peers

690 13.90% 677 13.64% 642 12.93%

Improved toward,
but not at, same-

aged peer level
2,327 46.87% 2,165 43.61% 1,916 38.59%

Improved to same-
aged peer level 1,424 28.68% 1,547 31.16% 1,618 32.59%

Maintained same-
aged peer level 460 9.26% 508 10.23% 715 14.40%

Preschool Children Positive Social-
Emotional Skills 

Acquisition and
Use of Knowledge

and Skills 

Use of
Appropriate
Behaviors 

Increased Growth
Rate – Below age
expectations but

showed substantial
progress by age 6 or

program exit.

3,751 83.26% 3,712 83.28% 3,534 83.15%

Age Expectations –
Functioning at age-

appropriate levels by
age 6 or at program

exit.

1,884 37.95% 2,055 41.39% 2,333 46.99%

Functioning Outcomes — Ages 3–5

Preschool Outcomes
02

FFY 2023
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CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES

Source: MA SPP/APR Part B FFY 2023 Report

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/state/massachusetts/


FFY 2023GRADUATION
RATES

Youth with IEPs 
Ages 14–21

9,370 (79.7%)
Exited special education due to graduating
with a regular high school diploma 

CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES02

356 (3.0%)
Exited special education by receiving 
a certificate  

459 (3.9%)Exited special education by reaching
maximum age  

1,565 (13.3%)Exited special education due to 
dropping out 

11,750Total Number of all youth with IEPs who
exited special education (ages 14–21)
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High School

FFY 2023
End-of-Grade

SWD ALL SWD ALL SWD ALL

Reading 11.09% 37.00% 12.31% 43.21% 22.31% 57.54%

Math 17.92% 46.15% 10.67% 38.88% 15.46% 49.06%

4th Grade

Percent Proficient Demonstrated by a Level 3 or Above

Notes: Proficiency rate for all students scoring at or above proficient against grade level
academic achievement standards. ALL = Proficiency rate for all students; SWD = Students
with Disabilities.

8th Grade

Source: MA SPP/APR Part B FFY 2023 Report

Source: MA SPP/APR Part B FFY 2023 Report

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/state/massachusetts/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/state/massachusetts/
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https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-c-child-count-and-settings-table-5/resources


https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-c-child-count-and-settings-table-2
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-c-child-count-and-settings-table-2
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https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-personnel/resources


https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-personnel/resources


https://www.doe.mass.edu/specialeducation/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/specialeducation/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/specialeducation/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/specialeducation/reporting/default.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/specialeducation/reporting/default.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/specialeducation/reporting/default.html
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/early-intervention-division
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-state-level-data-files
https://www.doe.mass.edu/specialeducation/reporting/spp-apr/default.html
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/early-intervention-division
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/early-intervention-division
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-state-level-data-files
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-state-level-data-files
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-state-level-data-files
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-state-level-data-files


https://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/reports/enroll/default.html?yr=2025
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/statereport/special_education.aspx
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-c-child-count-and-settings/resources
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-c-child-count-and-settings/resources
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-child-count-and-educational-environments/resources
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-discipline/resources
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-c-child-count-and-settings/resources
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-c-child-count-and-settings/resources
https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-state-part-b-personnel/resources
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/state/massachusetts/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/state/massachusetts/


https://www.facebook.com/people/DREAM-TA-Center/61571290967639/
https://x.com/DREAMTACenter
https://www.instagram.com/dreamtacenter/
http://linkedin.com/company/the-dream-ta-center
https://www.youtube.com/@DREAMTACenter
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